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Reply to Office Action dated November 8, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1.-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for applying fibers to a shoe outsole, the method 
comprising: 

applying an adhesive to a first region of a bottom surface of the shoe outsole; 

placing the shoe outsole on top of a support plate, the bottom surface facing upward; 

providing for the support plate and a screen above the support plat e to be in vertical 
proximity of one another ; 

creating an electro-static field in a region above the support plate; 

drawing a plurality of fibers through the screen wherein the fibers are charged and 
gravitationally drawn toward the support plate due to the electro-static field region, the fibers 
continuing downward through the electro-static field region until at least some of the fibers 
become embedded into the adhesive; 

removing the support plate with the shoe outsole; and 

curing the adhesive with the embedded fibers therein. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein a second region of the bottom 
surface of the shoe outsole is masked off before applying the adhesive. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20 further comprising a sifting device located 
above the screen wherein the electric field region is created between the screen and the support 
plate and the fibers are sifted downward toward the screen. 
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23. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein power is supplied to the screen 
before the support plate is placed under the conductive screen. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein the fibers are electro-statically 
charged as they pass through the screen and thereafter become substantially aligned with the 
electro-static field. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22, further comprising a sifting motor 
coupled to the sifting device for actuation thereof. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the fibers, upon impact with the 
adhesive, are substantially normal to the first region of the bottom surface of the shoe outsole. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the curing of the adhesive is 
accomplished by placing the support plate with the shoe outsole into an oven. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 20, further comprising the support plate 
having a plurality of rollers for moving the support plate under the screen. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the fibers are comprised of textile 
material. 

31. -34. (Canceled) 
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